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devotion was rewarded with a long life. At Bhuvane-
shwara this is commemorated by Siva's proxy being
carried to a temple of Yama. Sisters feed their brothers
and present them with new clothes, in imitation of
Yami's devotion to her brother.

Utthan. This is the festival of awakening the deity
after his four months' sleep. The idol is bathed, dressed,
and worshipped. At all these and other festivals there
are peculiar mantras and slightly differing forms of
worship.

A noticeable feature of the worship at this temple is
that rice and other kinds of food are cooked, and by
being placed before the image are sanctified, so that
high caste as well as low caste people can eat it.
Evidently this practice has been copied from the rival
establishment at Puri, as it is in vogue only at' these
two shrines. Though many pass within a few miles of
this temple on their way to see Jagannatha, they are
too excited to call there, and on their return too poor
to pay it a visit. There is no lack of legends to prove
that it is the most sacred spot on earth, and its deities
and tanks most beneficial to mankind. It is an expen-
sive way of getting a blessing, for before they approach
the great god, they must present themselves before a
colossal figure of the bull Nandi, his vehicle; they must
then worship Bhagavati, Khartikeya, and Ganesa, the
guardians of the shrine. On their entrance into the
town they must worship Vishnu as represented in a
temple called Ananta, as it was by his permission Siva
was able to make this secret abode. Vishnu's per-
mission to bathe must be sought, and then a visit be
made to the temple of a goddess called Ardhapapa-
harini, or "the one who removes half of a man's sins."
Then, and not until then, the pilgrim is free to bathe